
Saddam Hussein regime did not 

The military intervention in Iraq 
was considered a necessity due to 
the danger posed by this country’s 

though the US militaries could not 

weapons, their support in removing 
the dictatorial regime was greeted by 

especially by the Kurds and Shiite 

once a repressive regime is removed, 
the ethnic and religious tensions 

Although these tensions dated back 

Saddam Hussein regime, as well as the 

1. THE STABILIZATION  
AND RECONSTRUCTION 
PROCESS: AN OVERVIEW

Saddam Hussein Iraq became 

international community was doing 
its best to ensure the country’s 

result, the United Nations Organization 
was called upon to play a vital role in 
providing humanitarian assistance and 
supporting economic reconstruction 

Through the unanimously voted 
Resolution number 1511 dated 

Council legitimized the stabilization 

THE POST SADDAM HUSSEIN IRAQ 
A SECURITY OUTLOOK

The stabilization and reconstruction efforts of Iraq are part of a broad strategy 
of the international community. The latter’s focus is on countering the asymmetrical 
threats stemming from the new challenges, vulnerabilities and risks at play within the 
international security environment. At regional level, namely in Iraq, such aspects 
are even more pressing due to the disappearance of a repressive government that left 
room for airing out ethnic and religious divergences. However, despite the overall 
insecurity climate characterizing the post Saddam Hussein Iraq, some progress has 

Hence, the focus of this paper is on outlining these efforts and their results, as well as 
on describing the Romanian contribution to such endeavours. 
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subordinate body the Iraqi Governing 

reality, the ICG acted as a real govern 
by training the Iraqi representatives 

religious and political leaders 
selected by representativeness 

leaders complied with the ethnic and 

the Turkish, respectively Asyrian 

NATO Summit held in Istanbul, the 

that interim government led by Iyad 
Allawi was to prepare the elections, 

current problems such as the security 

problem was again discussed as part 

government were regulated by an 
interim Constitution known by the 

On the same date the Iraq elected 

The Sunni Arabs who, by 

ruling elite since the British mandate, 

led by a Shiite majority meant a loss 

all this added to a clear geographical 

Despite the insecurity climate 
some progress towards the post 

led coalition entered Baghdad, the 
Coalition’s Provisional Authority 

establishment was invested with 

powers and its role was to act as a 
transition government by ensuring 

and supervising the reconstruction 

semiautonomous branches divided 
by regional criteria: the North branch 
located in Mosul, the Center branch 
located in Baghdad and the South 

an attempt towards joining various 
groupings within the Iraqi society the 
Provisional Authority establishes as a 



political media and decision makers 
agreed with the arguments proposed 

American troops withdrawal was to be 

the stabilization and reconstruction 

aimed at dealing with the evolving 
challenges, vulnerabilities and 
risks underlying such a process and 

the above were adopted in order 

2. THE ROMANIAN 
CONTRIBUTION

contributed to the Iraq’s stabilization 

process in Iraq, Romania deployed 

police troops, military instructors, 

personnel who undertook various 

In accordance with the Iraqi interim 
Constitution, the country became a 
Parliament Republic with a legislative 

was based on lists made up by parties, 

supposed to present moral guarantees 

the Baas party or, otherwise, to sign a 
document by which they disavowed 

The unicameral Parliament was tasked 
to elect a president and two deputies 

The latter’s role was to unanimously 
appoint a prime minister, who, in 

also served as a group  adunare 

elaborate a permanent Constitution by 

the authority towards a local govern 
that, supported by UN, NATO and 

was to prepare the general elections 

stabilization, democratization and 

was an issue long debated among 



medical team was deployed in the 

UNAMI and its role was to ensure the 

Horse, near An Nassiriyah between 

troops were deployed in Camp 

engineering detachment was deployed 

engineering platoons commissioned 
to build bridges and roads and three 
support subunits tasked to do recce 
missions, ensure communications 

to Iraq, the Romanian detachment’s 

and repairing bridges, roads, 

COs and NCOSs, as well as a 

tasked to undertake operations 
in Al Hillah – Camp Charlie, Ad 

and building new roads and access 
ways, building and maintaining 
heliports, maintaining the bridges 

missions to ensure an increased 

In Basra the Romanian 

Mittica, within the same division 
under the operative command and 
directly subordinated to an Italian 

humanitarian missions, to escort 
convoys, to ensure unit security, 
to patrol the main roads day and 
night, to undertake recce and CIMIC 
missions, as well as to train the Iraqi 

The military police company 

Romanian contingent escorted 
military and civil convoy, ensured VIP 
protection, controlled and supervised 

missions and also trained the Iraqi 

in Baghdad within the multinational 



respect, the Romanian CIMIC teams 
made an important contribution 

the renovation activities and by 
undertaking other projects such 
as supplying medical equipment 
and medicine to hospitals or water 

manage their country’s transition to 

the Iraqi authorities and the Romanian 
militaries was an essential step in 
developing relations that ensured 

Thus, in Camp Mittica, near Camp 

police detachment was deployed to 
undertake patrolling missions and to 
maintain order alongside with Italian 

Univeristy visited Camp Mittica 
and concluded: “(…) to ensure the 

spend most of their time patrolling 
in the vehicles, but most often they 
walk making contact with the locals. 
The result is a relationship based on 
good will. As a result, there has been 
an improvement of the situation in 
the areas patrolled by the Romanian 
militaries who are greeted every time 
they appear in the street. However, 

under Polish command and the nature 

them to have direct contact with the 
Iraqi population, but also to support 

participated in the stabilization and 

important contribution to the overall 

most important missions in Iraq 
consisted in ensuring the security and 

process, the Romanian militaries 

by adopting and putting into practice 
new methods aimed at countering 

applied the lessons learned during 

undertaken alongside the American 

circumstances by also showing 

attitude towards the locals was 

whenever the vehicles displaying 

All this considered, the CIMIC 
missions played an important role 



a day teams are sent in the area of 
responsibility to distribute water, 
food and materials as part of the 
humanitarian missions.Given the 
harsh environment and the poverty of 
most of the Shiite population there is 
a long way to go to improve the living 
conditions.However, all Romanian 
military personnel who have actively 
been involved in their missions are 
fully aware of the importance of their 
mission to protect and ensure better 
conditions for all Iraqis”.

th

military base near An Nassiriyah and 

theoretical and practical modules, 

Iraqi militaries to correctly use and 
maintain individual armament, and 
they also provided knowledge related 
to security rules to be respected during 

the Romanian military trained over 50 

represented the only operational Iraqi 

engineering Romanian detachment 

over two shooting ranges near 

sensitive issues and dangers lurking 
everywhere. However, wherever they 
go, the militaries are welcomed with 
good will by the locals. The personnel 
undertook intensive training in 
international humanitarian law, 
UN standards for peace support 
operations and environmental 
protection of their area of operations. 
The Romanian militaries have adopted 
the Belgian model to investigate road 
accidents, but they also integrate the 
Italian, Portuguese and American 
experience. Many of the Romanian 
military police members are veterans 
of missions like those from Somalia, 
Bosnia, Kosovo. At about 300 km 
North of Camp Mittica in Al Hillah 
there is an engineering detachment 
stationed in Camp Charlie. The 
Romanian military engineers made 
a good impression due to their 
mission dedication and their constant 
adaptation to the needs of the locals 
in terms of activities like building and 
repairing houses, schools, bridges, 
etc  In this respect, the efforts of the 
Romanians to build a school of arts 
for the children from Al Hillah are 

militaries have done a great amount 
of engineering work to ensure the 
protection of the Coalition forces, as 
well as established numerous check 
points for the local police. Most of their 
time is spent inspecting the bridges 
and the length of their missions can 

row on itineraries exceeding 200 km. 
Checking the resistance and stability 

undertaking EOD missions aimed 
at neutralizing UXO have been top 
priority for them in Iraq. Also, it 
is important to mention that twice 



Romanian military police company 

were directed both towards making 
an increased contribution to the 

Iraqi territory, and towards initiating 

deployed in Iraq participated in 
the Antica Babilonia operation 

the establishment and maintenance 

ensuring the necessary conditions 

humanitarian aid, providing medical 
support to the local population, 

Through its involvement, NATO 
made an important contribution to 

established and approved by the North 

Implementation Mission was started 

the request made by the interim Iraqi 

employed by the Iraqi troops in 

Major General Piotr Czerwinski, 

Division Center South, participated 
in the inauguration ceremony 
and congratulated the Romanian 

mission one month earlier than 

8th

parliamentary elections were an 

the stabilization and democratization 

troops alongside with the Coalition 

to ensure domestic security during 

secure voting centers, the Romanian 

the stability all along the elections 

reaction subunits equipped with 
armored vehicles were trained to 
intervene to support the Iraqi security 

in cooperation with the local 
authorities and with the Iraqi armed 



it was highlighted the achievement 

the Romanian military in Iraq and, 
hence, the necessity to reduce the 
Romanian presence in this country 

However, the president highlighted 
that increasing or diminishing Romanian 
contribution to multinational missions 
is based on allies’ requirements in 
this respect and upon their prior 

employment in missions outside 
Romanian borders, as well as a 

Basra ensuring the UNAMI personnel 

militaries were visited by the 

Romanian contribution to the theater 

Battalion deployed in Tallil, Camp 

based on the NATO decision made at 
the Istanbul Summit to support Iraq by 
implementing a training program in 

doctrine center, coordinating national 
contributions in military equipment 

All these initiative were 
implemented and developed in tight 
cooperation with the Iraqi authorities 

principle underlying them separated 
very clearly the roles: the Iraqis were 
the decision makers, whereas NATO 

Moreover, the mission underlined 
NATO’s new capabilities employed as 
a security instrument at the beginning 

developing and training the security 



engineering detachment, a medical 
detachment and a military police 

injured and two died: sublieutenant 

High ranking civil and military 

coordinated the actions and activities 

a military ceremony gathering all 
militaries who had participated in 

In conclusion, the enlarged 

undertaken by the Romanian troops 

support, stabilization and construction 

Romanian militaries were awarded 

between Romania and the Republic 

the Romanians as agreed with the Iraqi 

included humanitarian and medical 
support in Tallil and Baghdad, as well 
as training and counseling activities 

the Multinational Coalition set up 
in accordance with UN resolutions 

authorities the Romanian Parliament 

Romanian militaries’ mission until 

stabilizing and reconstructing Iraq 

militaries participated in Iraq missions 
under American, British, Italian or 
Polish operational command and 

military intelligence structures, an 
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in stabilization and reconstruction 

Romania’s new strategic outlook that 
highlights its active role in ensuring 
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